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Courts 

Professor: Lisa Hager 
Course Number: POL 30130-001 
Class Time: Mondays and Wednesdays—12:30-1:45 p.m. 
Classroom: Bowman 217 
Office Location: Bowman 302-31 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays—10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Email: lhager2@kent.edu 
 
Course Description: This course examines the judicial process, or how the law and politics interact, 
by studying the following topics: judicial selection, court organization, lawyers (training and role), 
criminal and civil trials, and judicial decision-making. The course material confronts the myth that 
judges, lawyers, and courts are not political. Throughout the semester we will discover that the 
judicial process is extremely political unlike what is depicted in movies and television shows, and we 
will discuss how the courts make and impact public policy through their decisions.  
 
Course Learning Goals: The primary goal of this course is for students to refine their 
understanding of the American legal system and judicial process. Additional course goals include 
helping students learn how legal disputes are inherently political and to gain a sophisticated 
appreciation of law and courts, specifically the impact both have on the government and citizens. 
Class lectures, discussions, and assignments help students become comfortable with the course 
material and achieve these goals in addition to enhancing critical thinking and writing skills.  
 
Required Texts: 
Baum, Lawrence. 2013. American Courts: Process and Policy. 7th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage. 

 ISBN: 9780495916376 
 
O’Brien, David M. 2011. Storm Center: The Supreme Court in American Politics. 9th ed. New York: W.W. 
Norton & Company. 

 ISBN: 9780393911961 
 
Other Required Readings: Other required readings are available on Blackboard Learn as a PDF or 
Internet link, and should be read after the textbook. While completing reading assignments, it is 
strongly recommended that students take notes and bring them to class for discussion purposes.  
 
Blackboard Learn: Students in this class are expected to utilize Blackboard Learn (accessible 
through Flashline or learn.kent.edu) to complete assignments, access additional readings, view 
grades, etc. 
 
Kent.edu Email: It is at the professor’s discretion to adjust or change the course schedule (this 
includes exam dates and the due dates of assignments) at any time. Any changes will be announced 
in class and/or over email. Students are expected to check their kent.edu email on a daily basis for 
such changes and other important announcements. This is also the email account students should 
use to contact the professor to ensure messages do not get marked as SPAM.  
 

mailto:lhager2@kent.edu
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Library Resources: Students wishing to access campus library materials to complete any 
assignment while working from home or off-campus will need Kent State’s Cisco Virtual Private 
Network (VPN). Installation and login information can be found here: 
http://www2.kent.edu/library/services/offcampus.cfm 
 
Class Format: Lecture and discussion. 
 
Grading Scale: A total of 100 possible points can be earned for all coursework. Letter grades are as 
follows: A (93-100 points); A- (90-92 points); B+ (87-89 points); B (83-86 points); B- (80-82 points); 
C+ (77-79 points); C (73-76 points); C- (70-72 points) D+ (67-69 points); D (60-66 points); F (0-59 
points).  
 
Grading Weights: Students must complete all assignments to receive course credit. Assignments 
must be completed when due and multiple or mass submissions of late work at the end of the 
semester will not be accepted. Failure to turn in assignments on time will result in a late penalty (see 
below). Students who cannot come to class on the day an assignment is due must email it to the 
professor before the beginning of class. Consideration may be given for extenuating circumstances 
at the professor’s discretion.  

 Attendance (5%) 
o Your attendance grade will be determined based on how often you come to class. 

Excused absences will not count against your final attendance grade. For an absence 
to be excused, you must provide a written explanation via email prior to the class 
period. Students leaving the classroom before the end of class without a valid excuse 
or forgetting to sign in will be marked absent. If you need to leave class early, you 
must notify the professor prior to the beginning of the class period. Consideration 
may be given for extenuating circumstances at the professor’s discretion.  

 Homework Assignments (20%) 
o For each section of the course (I, II, or III), you will complete two homework 

assignments (1-2 pages each). You will begin by summarizing the main points of the 
article(s) (1-2 paragraphs) and then explain how the article(s) relate to the reading 
assignment from the textbook(s) and what you learned about the topic (1-3 
paragraphs). See the course schedule for the days students can complete homework 
assignments. The homework assignments are due at the end of class the day the 
readings are covered in class. Students should be prepared to share their summaries 
and thoughts with the rest of the class that day. You are required to complete six 
homework assignments, but you have the option to complete two additional 
homework assignments for a total of eight. Only the six highest scores will count 
towards your total grade (the two lowest scores will be dropped). Each homework 
assignment will be graded on timeliness, substance, responsiveness, syntax (grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, and formatting), and citation proficiency (see the template 
posted on Blackboard). Grades for tardy assignments will be dropped one letter 
grade (A to B, and so forth) for each day past the due date. 

  

http://www2.kent.edu/library/services/offcampus.cfm
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 Exams (45%, 15% each) 
o Exams will be comprised of the following types of questions: true/false, multiple 

choice, fill in the blank, and matching. The non-cumulative final exam will be in 
the same format. See the course schedule for all exam dates. Students are responsible 
for all material covered in lectures, class handouts, and assigned readings prior to the 
exam.  

 Short Writing Assignments (30%, 15% each) 
o Two papers will be assigned. Additional instructions will be given in class on how to 

complete the papers (see course schedule). See the course schedule for due dates. 
Five points will be deducted for each day the paper is late.  
 

Make-Up Exams: Make-up exams will be granted at the professor’s discretion and will not be 
permitted unless the student informs the professor in advance of a medical or family emergency or 
other unforeseen circumstance that prevents the student from taking the exam during the scheduled 
class period. Personal issues such as those related to your academic workload, work schedule, 
friends, roommate(s), or significant other are not adequate justifications for granting a make-up 
exam. Prior to taking the make-up exam, the student must provide written verification of the 
emergency.  
 
Plagiarism and Cheating Policies: University policy 3-01.8 deals with plagiarism and cheating. 
None of these will be tolerated in this class. Students caught cheating will receive an F on that exam 
or assignment. Students caught plagiarizing will receive an F in the class and be officially sanctioned 
with the Office of Student Conduct. At the professor’s discretion, students may have the 
opportunity to attend plagiarism school to remove the sanction, re-do the assignment for a grade, 
and receive a grade for the course (see the Appendix).  
 
Classroom Expectations & Etiquette: Please arrive on time and be settled in your seat before the 
beginning of class. All cell phones and other electronic devices must be put on silent. Students using 
cell phones during class will be marked as absent. If there is an emergency situation that requires you 
to have access to your cell phone during class, please let me know before the beginning of class. 
Laptops and tablets are permitted for taking notes and viewing websites related to the class 
discussion. Students using laptops or tablets to view non-class related websites or for any other 
purpose (e.g., social media, playing games, and/or watching videos) will be marked absent. During 
class discussions students are encouraged to participate and be respectful of others at all times.  
 
Assistance with the Course: I want you to excel in this course. If at any point you have questions 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. You are always welcome to stop by my office 
hours. In most instances, questions about exams, assignments, and grades are easier to address in 
person than over email. If your schedule conflicts with the posted office hours, send me an email to 
schedule an appointment.  
 
Notice of Intellectual Property Rights: Any intellectual property communicated, distributed, or 
displayed during this course (including, but not limited to, the syllabus, handouts, notes, 
assignments, and data) by the professor remains the intellectual property of the professor. This 
means that you may not distribute, publish, or provide any intellectual property to any other person 
or entity for any reason, commercial or otherwise. However, you may share these types of materials 
with other students in your same class.  
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Enrollment and Official Registration: The prerequisite for this course is American Politics (POL 
10100) with a D minimum grade and cannot be taken in the same semester. The last day to add this 
course is Sunday September 7, 2014. University policy requires that all students be officially 
registered by this date to attend classes and receive a grade and course credit. Students should 
confirm they are enrolled by checking their class schedule (accessible through Student Tools in 
Flashline) and correct any errors prior to the registration deadline. 
 
Course Withdrawal Deadline: The last day to withdraw from this course is Sunday November 2, 
2014.  
 
Student Accessibility: University policy 3342-3-01.3 requires that students with disabilities be 
provided accommodations to ensure their equal access to course content. If you have a documented 
disability and require accommodations, please contact the professor at the beginning of the semester 
to make arrangements for necessary classroom adjustments. Please note, you must first verify your 
eligibility through Student Accessibility Services (contact 330-672-3391 or visit www.kent.edu/sas 
for more information on registration procedures).  

 
Course Schedule 

 
I. Understanding the Judiciary 

 
August 25: Introduction 
 
August 27: No Class (Professor at Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 
Association, Washington D.C.) 
 
September 1: No Class (Labor Day) 
 
September 3: Explaining Courts, Legal Systems, and Types of Law 

 Baum Chapter 1 
 
September 8: The Politics of Law and Jurisprudence 

 Banks, Christopher P. and David M. O’Brien. 2008. “The Politics of Law and 
Jurisprudence.” In Courts and Judicial Policymaking. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, 28-49. 

 
September 10: Judicial Organization and Administration: Federal Courts 

 Baum Chapter 2 (p. 19-38) 

 Roberts, John. 2013. “Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary.” 

 Vining, Richard L. and Teena Wilhelm. 2012. “The Chief Justice as Advocate-in-Chief: 
Examining the Year-End Report on the Federal Judiciary.” Judicature 96(6): 267-274.  

*Homework #1* 
 
  

http://www.kent.edu/sas
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September 15: Judicial Organization and Administration: State Courts 

 Baum Chapter 2 (p. 38-51) 

 O’Connor, Maureen. 2013. “Ohio’s State of the Judiciary.” 

 Writing Assignment #1 Instructions Available 
*Homework #2* 

 
September 17: The Legal Profession 

 Baum Chapter 3 (p. 52-68) 

 Segal, David. 2011. “Is Law School a Losing Game?” New York Times, January 8.  
*Homework #3* 

 
September 22: Legal Ethics & Access to Legal Representation  

 Baum Chapter 3 (p. 69-91) 

 Weiss, Debra Cassens. 2013. “Can Lawyers Use Groupon-Type Marketing? ABA Ethics 
Opinion Sees Problems with Prepaid Deals.” ABA Journal, October 21. 

 Exam #1 Extra Credit Opportunity Instructions Available 
*Homework #4* 

 
September 24: Federal Judicial Selection 

 Baum Chapter 4 (p.92-101); Chapter 5 (p. 123-131) 

 Goldman, Sheldon, Elliot Slotnick, and Sara Schiavoni. 2013. “Obama’s First Term 
Judiciary: Picking Judges in the Mindfield of Obstructionism.” Judiciature 97(July/August): 7-
21, 25-30, 36-47. 

*Writing Assignment #1: “Social Media in State Courts” Due Today* 
 
September 29: Judicial Selection in the States 

 Baum Chapter 4 (p. 101-122) 

 Gill, Rebecca D. 2013. “Beyond High Hopes and Unmet Expectations: Judicial Selection 
Reforms in the States.” Judicature 96(May/June): 278-293.  

*Homework #5* 
 
October 1: The Work of Judges & Evaluating Judicial Performance 

 Baum Chapter 5 (p.131-149) 

 Quam, Jay and Lee Sheehy. 2013. “So You Want to Be a Judge.” Bench and Bar of Minnesota, 
December 13.  

 Vanderpool, Daniel J. 1998. “So You Want to Be a Judge.” Res Gestae, the Journal for the 
Indiana State Bar Association 41(9): 40.  

 Vanderpool, Daniel J. 2004. “So You Want to Be Judge—Revisited.” Res Gestae, the Journal for 
the Indiana State Bar Association 47(7): 46. 

*Homework #6* 
 
October 6: Exam #1 

*Exam #1 Extra Credit: “Legal Advertising” Due Today* 
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II. The Criminal and Civil Justice Systems 
 
October 8: Criminal Trials: Bringing Cases to Court & Plea Bargaining 

 Baum Chapter 6 (p.150-174) 

 Bibas, Stephanos. 2012. “Introduction.” in The Machinery of Criminal Justice. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, xv-xxxii. 

*Homework #7* 
 
October 13: Criminal Trials: Trial Decision-making & the Sentencing Process 

 Baum Chapter 6 (p. 174-187) 

 Shelton, Donald E. 2008. “The ‘CSI Effect’: Does It Really Exist?” NIJ Journal, 259(March): 
1-7.  

 Schweitzer, N.J. and Michael J. Saks. 2007. “The CSI Effect: Popular Fiction About Forensic 
Science Affects the Public’s Expectations About Real Forensic Science.” Jurimetrics 
47(Spring): 357-364.  

 Exam #2 Extra Credit Opportunity Instructions Available 
*Homework #8* 

 
October 15: Criminal & Civil Trials: Sentencing Reforms & Overview of Civil Courts 

 Baum Chapter 6 (p. 187-200); Chapter 7 (p. 201-210) 

 Secret, Mosi. 2012. “Wide Sentencing Disparity Found Among U.S. Judges.” New York 
Times, March 5.  

 Bennett, Mark W. 2012. “How Mandatory Minimums Forced Me to Send More Than 1,000 
Nonviolent Drug Offenders to Federal Prison.” The Nation, November 12.  

*Homework #9* 
 
October 20: Civil Trials: Deciding to Litigate and Alternatives to Litigation 

 Baum Chapter 7 (p. 210-226) 

 Lande, John. 2004. “‘The Vanishing Trial’ Report.” Dispute Resolution Magazine, Summer, 19-
21. 

 Bennett, Mark W., Margaret H. Downie, and Larry C. Zervos. 2005. “Judges’ Views on 
Vanishing Civil Trials.” Judicature 88(May/June): 306-312. 

 Writing Assignment #2 Instructions Available 
*Homework #10* 

 
October 22: Civil Trials: The Litigation Process  

 Baum Chapter 7 (p. 226-244) 

 Burbank, Stephen B. 2008. “The Complexity of Modern American Civil Litigation: Curse or 
Cure?” Judicature 91(4): 163-167, 209-210.  

 Stern, Gerald M. 1976. “From Chaos to Responsibility.” American Journal of Psychiatry 133(3): 
300-301.  

*Homework #11* 
 

October 27: Exam #2 
*Exam #2 Extra Credit: “The Criminal Justice System in Popular Culture” Due Today* 
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III. The Supreme Court 
 

 October 29: Appellate Courts: Overview, Procedures, and Appeals 

 Baum Chapter 8 (p. 245-263) 

 Wasby, Stephen L. 1983. “Interest Groups and Litigation.” Policy Studies Journal 11(4): 657-
670.  

*Homework #12* 
 
November 3: The Supreme Court as the Least Dangerous Branch  

 O’Brien Chapter 1 

 Whittington, Keith. 2014. “Is the Roberts Court the Least Activist Court in History?” Library 
of Law and Liberty, April 8, available from http://www.libertylawsite.org/2014/04/08/is-the-
roberts-court-the-least-activist-court-in-history/ 

*Homework #13* 
 

November 5: The Supreme Court Nomination and Selection Process 

 O’Brien Chapter 2  

 Review: Goldman, Sheldon, Elliot Slotnick, and Sara Schiavoni. 2013. “Obama’s First Term 
Judiciary: Picking Judges in the Mindfield of Obstructionism.” Judiciature 97(July/August): 7-
21, 25-30, 36-47. 

 
November 10: The Politics of Judicial Selection: Senate Confirmation Hearings and Outside 
Influences 

 O’Brien Chapter 2 

 Ringhand, Lori A. and Paul M. Collins Jr. 2011. “May it Please the Senate: An Empirical 
Analysis of the Senate Judiciary Committee Hearings of Supreme Court Nominees, 1939-
2009.” American University Law Review 60(3): 590-641.  

*Writing Assignment #2: Court Observation Due Today* 
 
November 12: Inside the Supreme Court 

 O’Brien Chapter 3 

 Namba, Nicholas, ed. 2013. “The Role of a Supreme Court Law Clerk.”  The U.S. Supreme 
Court: Equal Justice Under the Law, 17-19.  

 Namba, Nicholas, ed. 2013. “Working Behind the Scenes.” The U.S. Supreme Court: Equal 
Justice Under the Law, 20-22.  

*Homework #14* 
 
November 17: Supreme Court Agenda Setting: Jurisdiction and Procedures 

 Baum Chapter 8 (p. 263-268) 

 O’Brien Chapter 4 (p.165-212) 

 Rehnquist, William H. 2004. “The Supreme Court’s Conference.” In Judges on Judging: Views 
from the Bench, 2nd ed., ed. David M. O’Brien, 92-95. 

*Homework #15* 
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November 19: The Politics of Supreme Court Agenda-Setting and the Rule of 4 

 O’Brien Chapter 4 (p. 213-238) 

 Stevens, John Paul. 2004. “Deciding What to Decide: The Docket and the Rule of Four.” In 
Judges on Judging: Views from the Bench, 2nd ed., ed. David M. O’Brien, 96-103. 

*Homework #16* 
 
November 24: Supreme Court Decision-Making 

 Baum Chapter 8 (p. 268-279) 

 O’Brien Chapter 5 (p. 239-267) 

 Harlan, John M. II. 2004. “The Role of Oral Argument.” In Judges on Judging: Views from the 
Bench, 2nd ed., ed. David M. O’Brien, 104-107. 

*Homework #17* 
 
November 26: (No Class: Thanksgiving Break) 
 
December 1: Supreme Court Opinion Writing 

 O’Brien Chapter 5 (p. 267-310) 

 Liptak, Adam. 2014. “Final Word on U.S. Law Isn’t: Supreme Court Keeps Editing.” New 
York Times, May 24. Available from: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/us/final-word-
on-us-law-isnt-supreme-court-keeps-editing.html?_r=0 (Click on the interactive graphic, 
“The Law of the Land, Edited”). 

*Homework #18* 
 
December 3: The Supreme Court as Policymakers 

 Baum Chapter 8 (p. 279-287); Chapter 9 

 O’Brien Chapter 6  
 
December 8: Final Exam (10:15-12:30 p.m.) 
  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/us/final-word-on-us-law-isnt-supreme-court-keeps-editing.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/25/us/final-word-on-us-law-isnt-supreme-court-keeps-editing.html?_r=0
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Appendix 
 

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism School and Official Sanctions 
Professor Hager 

 
According to Kent State University, to “‘plagiarize’ means to take and present as one's own a 
material portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own an idea or work derived 
from an existing source without full and proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works. 
As defined, plagiarizing includes, but is not limited to: 

 The copying of words, sentences and paragraphs directly from the work of another without 
proper credit; 

 The copying of illustrations, figures, photographs, drawings, models, or other visual and 
nonverbal materials, including recordings, of another without proper credit; and 

 The presentation of work prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own without 
citing the source, such as the use of purchased research papers.”  

 
The entire policy on cheating and plagiarism can be found here: 
http://www.kent.edu/policyreg/policydetails.cfm?customel_datapageid_1976529=2037779 
 
If you plagiarize in this class, you will be officially sanctioned. 
 
What does it mean if I am officially sanctioned for plagiarism? 
 

 Professor Hager will submit the Cheating and Plagiarism Sanction form to the Office of 
Student Conduct explaining that you have plagiarized and will receive an F for the course or 
some other sanction. 

o  After the form is submitted you will receive a formal letter from the Office of 
Student Conduct.  

 Professor Hager may be willing to allow you to attend plagiarism school to offset the 
sanction. 

o The plagiarism school form provides more detail about the assignment and the 
extent to which you plagiarized. 

o Both you and Professor Hager will sign this form. You will bring the form with you 
to plagiarism school. It is your responsibility to contact the library and make an 
appointment.  

o After the plagiarism school session, if you revise the assignment to Professor Hager’s 
satisfaction, you will be given a grade instead of an F for the course (or the other 
sanction will be removed).  

 
How long is plagiarism school and how do I make an appointment? 
 

 Plagiarism school is a one-on-one session that lasts approximately 45 minutes. 

 Email Professor Earp (vearp@kent.edu)  
  OR   

 Complete the form located here: 
http://libguides.library.kent.edu/content.php?pid=426805&sid=3506848 

http://www.kent.edu/policyreg/policydetails.cfm?customel_datapageid_1976529=2037779
mailto:vearp@kent.edu
http://libguides.library.kent.edu/content.php?pid=426805&sid=3506848
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What happens at plagiarism school? 
 

1. The plagiarized assignment and the university’s policy on plagiarism will be reviewed. 
2. Case study examples will be used to show you how to correctly cite paraphrased and 
directly quoted information.  
3. A homework assignment will be given that will help you work through your issue.  

o Usually correcting a portion of the assignment you plagiarized on.  
4. The homework assignment will be reviewed and then you will have the opportunity to fix 
(add in citations) the assignment for a grade. If the assignment is fixed correctly, the sanction 
will be removed subject to the professor’s discretion. 

 
 
 
 


